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The seminar has gotten off to an exhilarating start.  After arriving on June 29th and 

getting settled into USF’s Holly Apartments, the teachers were treated to a welcome 

pizza party.  We used this opportunity to start getting to know each other and introduce 

the seminar’s goals.  Since the Haitian delegation was delayed in arriving, the D.R. 

contingent helped the seminar organizers in welcoming them.  A “Welcome to USF” 

cake was cut after everyone arrived. 

The following day the teachers attended an orientation of USF’s services and the 

English Language Institute.  They later enjoyed a bus tour of Tampa Bay to orient them 

to their surroundings.  That evening, the official welcome dinner was a resounding 

success with over 80 people in attendance, including USF dignitaries, Hillsborough 

County teachers, and community leaders. 

On Wednesday, the teachers were treated to an orientation of the Library’s holdings, 

including the USF Virtual Library.  Seminar participants also received a binder of 

readings and a flash drive for their personal use. They received their official USF ID 

Card (although there were a handful of teachers who were not able to get theirs until a 

day later) and are looking forward to accessing the many resources available.  The 

teachers’ first ELI session was helpful in providing the linguistic support necessary to 

comprehend the readings for the first content session. 

Dr. Paul Dosal delivered a very informative and engaging presentation on democracy 

and diversity in the U.S. and Latin America on Thursday.  He generously shared his 

PowerPoint with all the teachers that they can use when they return to their home 

schools.  Teachers also received the book, Teaching Social Studies to English 

Language Learners, and several CDs of instructional materials to be used once they 

return to their classrooms.  



We finished off the week with a visit to the Tampa Bay History Center.  The guided tour 

provided teachers with valuable information about Tampa Bay, the state of Florida, and 

the U.S.  A lunch at the historic Columbia Café offered the teachers new taste 

sensations and a lovely, waterfront view of the Channelside district. 

On Saturday, July 4th, we escorted the teachers to a fireworks display in nearby Temple 

Terrace.  The general manager of the Golf and Country Club extended a gracious 

invitation to view the display from the members-only area.  It was a relaxing and 

enjoyable way to celebrate Independence Day. 

The Tampa Tribune, a local newspaper, and Bay News 9 en Español, a local TV 

station, interviewed the teachers and project directors; we will make copies of both the 

newspaper article and the television interview. 

We are looking forward to Week 2 with the teachers, who have exceeded our 

expectations in every way. 

PHOTOS 

June 29 

 

Local Global Schools Project Teachers assembling welcome bags full of teacher 

supplies.  Each Caribbean educator received one upon arrival. 

 



 

GSP teachers Christina Bratager and Kelly Reynolds sharing pizza with Dominican 

teachers. 

 

 

Welcome cake cut with all participants on the night of their arrival. 

 



June 30 

 

Welcome Dinner program. 

 

 

Provost Ralph Wilcox welcoming Caribbean teachers and community leaders. 



 

College of Education Dean Kennedy with teachers at Welcome Dinner. 

 

 

July 1 

 

USF Library Orientation. 



 

 

At the USF ID Card Center. 

July 2 

 

Dr. Paul Dosal’s presentation, “Democracy and Diversity in the United States” 



July 3 

 

Teachers on tour at the Tampa Bay History Center 

 

Lunch at the Columbia Café 

  



 

July 4 

 

Waiting for the fireworks to begin. 

 

At the Temple Terrace Golf and Country Club on Independence Day. 


